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Educational Foundation receives  
donation from local couple 

     The Meyersdale Area 

School District recently re-

ceived an incredibly gener-

ous donation from a local 

resident on behalf of herself 

and her late husband. 

     Rosetta Leckemby pre-

sented Dr. Tracey Karlie 

with a check for $35,000 on 

behalf of her husband the 

late Ray Leckemby. The 

donation was made to the 

Meyersdale Area Education 

Fund. Ray Leckemby 

passed away in 2017, at the 

age of 87. 

    Throughout their lives,  

Ray and Rosie have been 

stalwart supporters of the 

community of Meyersdale 

and its residents, particu-

larly children. While Ray 

had been born and raised in 

the community, Rosie was 

from the Springs area, both 

were dedicated to making 

Meyersdale a better place 

for people to live, work and 

raise their families. Ray was 

a 1947 graduate of Meyers-

dale High School and was 

quite proud of his school. 

     Throughout their lives, 

the couple donated time and 

funds to many area organi-

zations and groups. In addi-

tion to operating the funeral 

home, Ray also served as 

lay pastor at several 

churches in the region. Ray 

was a member of the Amity 

United Church of Christ, 

Meyersdale Rotary, Meyers-

dale American Legion Post 

112, Meyersdale Moose,  

Meyersdale Masonic Lodge 

#554, Royal Chapter, Shrin-

ers and Imperial Chapter. 

Ray served on many boards 

including: Meyersdale Mu-

nicipal Authority, American 

Legion Post 112, Maple 

Festival, Conemaugh Me-

morial Medical, the Meyers-

dale Hospital Board and 

Seibert Youth Dam. Ray 

started the Cub Scouts in 

Meyersdale and coached 

Little League. 

     Rosie said Ray was very 

committed to helping youth 

in our community. “He just 

loved Meyersdale.” 

    “We are thankful the 

Leckembys considered our 

students and the Meyersdale 

Area Education Foundation 

with their generosity. The 

contribution will help with 

programming in the district 

and will help many students 

further their education,” 

added Dr. Karlie.  

M. RAY LECKEMBY 

MEYERSDALE AREA 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
AN EQUAL OPPORUNITY 
EMPLOYER 
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M E Y E R S D A L E  A R E A  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  N E W S L E T T E R  

 

 

A Message from  

Dr. Karlie, Superintendent 

     Recently, the United States Depart-

ment of Education (USDE) approved 

Pennsylvania’s plan under the Every 

Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  The 

plan is intended to provide states more 

flexibility in how they deliver educa-

tion. Several of Pennsylvania’s unique elements in-

clude: 

 Reduces the statewide percentage of non-proficient 

and non-graduating students by 50 percent by 2030. 

 Implements a Career Ready Indicator that will high-

light school success in career exploration activities, 

even down to the elementary level. 

     A more holistic school evaluation tool – The Future 

Ready Index will replace the previous School Perform-

ance Profile 

     As our district works through the new requirements 

of ESSA and the new State Plan, we are also in the 

planning stages for our next five year Comprehensive 

Plan. It is a busy time with many changes facing dis-

tricts across the state. 

     As a district that is always looking to improve stu-

dent achievement, statistical data provides valuable in-

formation that helps with decision making.     

     While the district has a low percentage of English 

Language Learners (.12%), the percentage of Economi-

cally Disadvantaged (49.94%) and Special Education 

(15%) students has grown in past years. While trying to 

accomplish our goal of providing a quality education for 

all students, these differences need to be taken into con-

sideration in an effort to provide for the needs of all stu-

dents. 

     As we strive to provide the best education possible 

for each of our students, it should be understood that the 

small percentage of time students spend within the walls 

of M.A.S.D. is only a fraction of the time that makes up 

their overall education. Time spent outside the school 

day is every bit as important. The support, encourage-

ment and guidance that parents, family members and 

community members share in the overall education of a 

child helps them to reach their full potential. 

     As we discuss components in educating students, 

district revenues and expenditures also come into play. 

The following represents a brief overview of factors 

related to finances within the district. These items repre-

sent an overview of a few of the things going on in the 

district, state andfederal level. As we continue to focus 

on the success of our students, we invite your com-

ments. I can be reached by email at trkarlie@masd.net 

or at 814-634- 5123. 
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MASD honors area Veterans  
     Following the program, veterans and their 

guests were treated to a luncheon, hosted by 

the Meyersdale Middle School and served by 

members of the Meyersdale Middle School 

Student Council. The luncheon included a spe-

cial performance by the Meyersdale Middle 

School Chorus.  

     The Meyersdale Area School District’s ob-

servance of Veterans Day concluded with a 

sing-along with students in the Meyersdale 

Elementary School.  

     The Meyersdale Area School District held 

three special events to honor area Veterans for 

the annual observance of Veterans' Day.  

     More than 70 area veterans and their guests 

attended the 2017 Meyersdale Area High 

School Veterans Day Program on November 

10. Pastor Pete Kaltenbaugh, Meyersdale 

Church of the Brethren, was the guest speaker. 

The program included student presentations, 

performances by the Meyersdale Area High 

School Concert Band and Chorus, as well as a 

special video tribute to Harry Beal.  

     Beal’s service in the Navy and his designa-

tion as one of the first Navy SEALs in our 

country was highlighted.  
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Meyersdale Area Education Foundation 

M E Y E R S D A L E  A R E A  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  N E W S L E T T E R  

     Since its inception in 2010, the Meyersdale 

Area Education Foundation (MAEF) has 

helped provide a myriad of educational oppor-

tunities for the students of the District. A 501

(c)3 organization, the foundation was estab-

lished to support programs for students.   

     According to Shannon Brant, trustee of the 

foundation, MAEF accepts Educational Im-

provement Tax Credit (EITC) donations from 

qualified businesses.  These funds must be 

spent on specific EITC state approved pro-

grams. This year, EITC funds were allocated 

to both the dual enrollment program at MAHS 

and the school-wide robotics competition. 

     The Meyersdale Area Education Founda-

tion once again offered an annual academic 

mini-grant opportunity to teachers at MASD. 

The following 13 projects were selected, total-

ing more than $6,000: Mrs. Amanda McNelly, 

Ms. Carrie Long, Mrs. Cay Helinski and Mr. 

Dan Pletcher, document cameras for their 

classroom;  Mrs. Kathy Emert and Mrs. Gala 

Wassilchalk, guided reading book supply; Mr. 

Dan Pletcher, scientific calculators; Mrs. Joey 

Emerick, puppet stage and stands; Mr. Matt 

Gombita and Mr. John Wiltrout,  a profes-

sional grade flight simulator; Mrs. Miranda 

Yogan, books for her classroom collection; 

Mrs. Rene Hay, new software for speech ther-

apy; Mr. Craig Tresnicky, new Algebra I 

teaching tools; Miss Megan Girimonti, addi-

tional access to Spelling City software; and 

Mrs. Julie Stahl's students will be competing 

in a regional history competition. 

     Applications for the mini-grant opportunity 

are sent to all faculty at MASD. Each applica-

tion is reviewed  and the final decision is 

made based on the following criteria: number 

of students benefiting from project; the sus-

tainability of the materials; the creativity of 

the project; and the overall impact it will have 

on the students’ academic education. 

      “The Education Foundation realizes that 

the best source for discovering what it is that 

teachers need for the classroom is to ask the 

teachers themselves,” Brant explained. 

      To further support these unique and most 

worthy projects, the MAEF is extending its 

fundraising efforts in the coming months. 

      “This year we are promoting the Inaugural 

Alumni Challenge - Alumni who have a reun-

ion this year are going to be asked participate 

in a bit of friendly rivalry to see which class 

still has the most school spirit,” explained 

Brant. “Each alum can donate money to the 

MAEF and it will count toward his/her class 

total.  The winning class will be announced at 

the alumni banquet and a plaque will be dis-

played in the Administration office.” 

     The following dedicated community mem-

bers serve on the MAEF board as trustees: 

Brant, Ken Warnick, Andrew Thomas, John 

Smaila, Bill Kerrick, Heather Smith, Craig 

Gindlesperger and Leanne Renzi. For more 

information on the Meyersdale Area Educa-

tion Foundation, please contact Brant at 

sbrant@masd.net or 814-634-5123 ext. 306.  

mailto:sbrant@masd.net
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MAEF purchases flight simulator  
     “This is amazing,” was the response of the 

first student to try the X Plane 11 flight simu-

lator purchased through the Meyersdale Area 

Education Foundation. 

     With the assistance of High School Princi-

pal John Wiltrout, Andrew Decker took 

“flight” behind the controls of the state-of-the-

art equipment. X Plane 11 is one the newest 

and most advanced flight simulators available 

and utilizes the latest in programming to offer 

users a truly unforgettable experience. 

     Wiltrout and Mr. Matt Gombita were look-

ing for a way to share their passion for flight 

with students and began looking for a program 

that would allow students to experience the 

same thrill. 

     “We both have a personal interest as li-

censed pilots and wanted to offer students an 

opportunity to ‘fly.’ We were looking at a 

simple simulator with rudimentary controls 

but then Victor Gaibor, the District IT Direc-

tor,  found this system and its amazing,” Wil-

trout explained. “The X Plane has exceeded 

our expectations.” 

    The system provides users with a variety of 

commercial, military and other aircraft to fly, 

as well as global scenery that can be custom-

ized to specific regions of the world. The ex-

perience is designed to provide basic through 

advanced navigation and flight situations and 

scenarios. The 3-D cockpit and controls, as 

well as 3-D scenery from more than 3,000 air-

ports, offers a realistic experienced rivaled 

only by a “live flight.” 

     “I was introduced to flight at a very young 

age by my dad taking me to the Somerset 

County airport.  I loved watching the planes 

take off and land and the first time I was able 

to go for a ride I was hooked for life.  I had a 

dream of becoming a pilot and taking my dad 

for a ride. When I was 20 years old, I was able 

to make that dream a reality and took my dad 

on a flight around Somerset as pilot in com-

mand,” Gombita explained.  “I hope through 

the Meyersdale Education Foundation grant 

purchase of the flight simulator that more 

dreams can be sparked. Mr. Wiltrout and my-

self have a passion for general aviation and 

would love to foster that in some young up 

and coming pilots.” 

     In the coming weeks, Wiltrout and Gom-

bita plan to offer students a chance to try out 

this technology in the Personal Learning Time 

program implemented earlier this year. 

     As the first “student pilot,” Decker said the 

simulator was better than he could have imag-

ined. Decker discovered his interest in flight 

two years ago in a small 4-seater plane and 

was allowed to take the controls briefly. He 

said he plans to sign up for “flight sessions” as 

often as possible and looks forward to gaining 

the skills and experience to one day become a 

pilot. 
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M E Y E R S D A L E  A R E A  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  N E W S L E T T E R  

     Students in the Meyersdale Area Elemen-

tary are learning a new set of skills that could 

help them become the next Steve Jobs or 

Henry Ford. 

     Newly implemented, the Junior Achieve-

ment USA program is designed to help stu-

dents develop the knowledge and economic 

reasoning skills to tackle serious financial de-

cisions when they are older. This innovative 

program was developed by individuals, foun-

dations and businesses committed to assisting 

children to be as prepared for their futures as 

possible. 

     The Junior Achievement Program is being 

offered to students in grades 3, 4 and 5 as 

part of the elementary’s extension rotation. 

The class lesson for students in third grade is 

“Our Town;” fourth grade students will be 

focusing on “Our Region;” and fifth grade 

students will learn more about “Our Nation.” 

Each of these lessons focus on social studies 

content, while reinforcing mathematics, read-

ing and writing skills. 

     Program coordinator and Elementary 

Guidance Counselor Joey Emerick said this 

program not only meets the Pennsylvania De-

partment of Education’s standards for work-

force development, it provides a curriculum 

that students can relate to and implement in 

their own lives and future careers.  

     “I feel it is a very beneficial program be-

cause it covers the topic of entrepreneurship 

in a way that students enjoy and can under-

stand,” Emerick explained. “The students 

love these classes! They enjoy the hands-on 

activities and the real-world examples of 

businesses.” 

     Fourth grade students recently completed 

an activity where they created their own hot 

dog stand. Just as in “real life,” students 

faced the challenges small business owners 

tackle each day and learned skills and tech-

niques to solve problems and most effectively 

operate their business. 

     “The hot dog stand game shows the risks 

and rewards associated with a business, and a 

global connections activity for fifth grade stu-

dents demonstrates how companies make a 

chocolate bar by sourcing the ingredients and 

supplies from various countries,” Emerick 

explained. 

     As students continue to progress through 

this new program, they are learning skills that 

will serve them in the future as students, pro-

fessionals and entrepreneurs, preparing them 

for whatever career path they choose to fol-

low. 

     For more information on the Junior 

Achievement Program, please visit 

www.ja.org/web/programs/resources or con-

tact Joey Emerick at 814-634-8313 extension 

222 or via email at emericj@masd.net. 

New MAES program is building future CEOs 

http://www.ja.org/web/programs/resources
mailto:emericj@masd.net
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Changing the world one table at a time! 

     Our elementary and middle school students 

are often urged to “look up” to their older peers 

and learn from their demeanor and actions of 

how to be good students and good citizens. 

However, all students, and adults alike, have a 

new source of inspiration - a group of middle 

school students who give of their time to make 

their school a better place. Armed with buckets 

and rags, these young people have made a true 

difference in our school simply by offering a 

helping hand. 

     Each day, a group of six students quickly eat 

their lunches and get to work washing down the 

dozens of tables in our cafeteria. While certainly 

not a glamorous job, these students do their 

work with smiles and laughter, oblivious of the 

messes left behind by their classmates, focused 

only on helping others. 

     Mrs. Julie Stahl said she was approached, 

about three months ago, by a sixth-grade stu-

dent, Elijah Eisentrout. Elijah asked if he could 

help wash the tables in preparation for the ele-

mentary lunch period. 

     “The following day, another student asked 

why Elijah was washing tables. She said, ‘Is 

Elijah in trouble?’  I responded that Elijah just 

volunteered to help.  She then asked if she could 

help also.  Within two weeks,  we had a team 

of  six students who assemble after they eat 

lunch and wash the tables,” Stahl explained. 

“They do this simply because they want to vol-

unteer. It was interesting, at first,to see the reac-

tion of the other students but, I think that they 

have earned the respect of their fellow stu-

dents.” 

     Soon Elijah was joined by Gloria Armour, 

Jacoby Christner, Connor Getson, Connor 

Grasser and Dawson Mauer. 

      Elijah said he loves helping and said he 

thinks it's important to help the cafeteria ladies 

and is proud to lighten their load in this small 

way. 

     For Connor Grasser, helping clean up after 

lunch is way to help remind him not to take any-

thing to for granted. 

     Dawson said “I want to make a difference in 

this world and in our school.” 

     Seeing the other students helping clean led 

Connor Getson to asking why they were doing 

it, and he joined to see for himself how satisfy-

ing it is to help others.  

     Gloria and Jacoby said it is fun to hang out 

with their friends and they are proud to help the 

cafeteria ladies and they both hope they can 

make the ladies smile and make their days a lit-

tle easier.  

     “As a group we talk about the importance of 

getting involved and volunteering to help others, 

whether it is in our school or in our commu-

nity.  I feel that these students see this as a small 

way to help our school.  I view it as six  students 

who are learning the importance of volunteerism 

and how when we work together, a lot can be 

accomplished,” Stahl added. “I feel that these 

students have pride in their school and enjoy 

volunteering or giving back to their school com-

munity.”   
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Amy Rough, 
R.N. 

634-5123, ext. 308 

    Cold and flu season is unfortunately upon us. The school nurse would 

like  to  remind everyone that during these winter months we must follow a 

couple  of rules to ensure a healthier winter season for everyone.  

    During the past several weeks, we have seen an increase in a stomach 

virus that can easily be spread from one person to another. This stomach 

virus is highly contagious, with symptoms lasting 24 to 72 hours. We en-

courage parents to keep children at home if they are experiencing nausea, 

vomiting or diarrhea and should remain at home until they have been 

symptom free for at least 24 hours.  

    If your child has a fever, they should be fever-free (without the use of           

fever-reducing medications) for 24 hours before returning to school.  

Tips: 

* Drinking clear fluids is very important to stay hydrated. 

* Washing hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds before eating 

and after using the restroom and not sharing food or drinks is essential to 

prevent the spread of virus. 

* Remember to wash towels, sheets and clothes that your  sick child may 

have used.  

* Rest and plenty of fluids are the best strategies for recovery. 

Please do not hesitate to contact your usual source of medical care of the 

school nurse with any concerns or questions.  

Tips for cold and flu season 

M E Y E R S D A L E  A R E A  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  N E W S L E T T E R  

Required examinations/immunizations 
      Please remember, if you have a child in Kindergarten, third or seventh 

grade, a dental exam is required. 

     If you have a child in Kindergarten, sixth or 11th grade, a physical exam 

is required. All new students transferring to our scholl from an out-of-state 

school are also required to have both a dental and physical exam.  

Attention Parents of students entering seventh  and 12th grade                   

in 2018-2019:  

New immunizations are required before the beginning of the 2018-2019 

school year. If you are at a well-check for your child, ask your physician 

what immunizations/screenings your child needs in order to be up-to-date 

on requirements. Physician offices are aware of new Pennsylvania require-

ments. If you have any questions, please call or email the school nurse.  
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Attention MAHS students and Parents 

February 20 - Entrepreneurial Discussion with Dan Parisi 

March 10- SAT testing 

February/March  - Scheduling for the 2018-2019 school year 

April 5 - College Fair 

Final Senior Scholarship Bulletins will be presented in March and April.   

Important information from  

the Guidance offices 

Elementary Guidance Office -  Mrs. Joey Emerick -  814-634-8313 or jemerick@masd.net 

 

Middle School Guidance Office - Mrs. Julie Stahl -  814-634-1437 or jstahl@masd.net 

 

High School Guidance Office -  Mrs. Cassie Arnold  - 814-634-8313 or carnold@masd.net 

ONLINE GRADING  
PORTAL INSTRUCTIONS 

 

     You too can have 24 hour access to your 

students’ grades and their online cafeteria 
account. 

HOW TO INSTRUCTIONS. . . 
 Visit www.masd.net 

 Click on the Icon “A+ Grades” 

 “Click here for Parent Portal” 
 “Create Account” 

 Parent first and last name 
 Create your unique user ID 

 Enter student’s ID numbers 

 
An email will be sent to the email on file 

with the school. Follow instructions. 

One Call Now  

notifications 

  The Meyersdale Area School District 

strives to effectively and efficiently commu-

nicate with parents and guardians of stu-

dents. The district’s One Call Now system 

allows the district to make phone calls and 

send text and email alerts to individuals. 

Alert calls will be sent out in emergency 

situations concerning weather, schedule 

changes and during other emergency events.  
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M E Y E R S D A L E  A R E A  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  N E W S L E T T E R  

Help is available for winter necessities 
     The costs of keeping warm in the winter can be 

stressful for any family.  Bills go higher, and sup-

plies may dwindle, leaving families to feel over-

whelmed and anxious.  There are resources avail-

able to support families who find themselves deal-

ing with heating issues or other utility bills they 

cannot pay.  Here are just a few things that may 

be available: 

 

     LIHEAP (Low Income Home Energy Assis-

tance Program): LIHEAP is a grant that offers as-

sistance in the form of a cash grant, sent directly 

to the utility company, or a crisis grant for house-

holds in immediate danger of being without heat.  

If you are unable to pay your heating bill (or your 

electric bill if your heating supply is directly con-

nected to your electricity) or if you are in danger 

or running out of heat, contact the local County 

Assistance Office at 814-443-3681.  There are in-

come eligibility guidelines that must be met, but 

the program is available throughout the winter 

months.  More information is available on the 

website: http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/

heatingassistanceliheap/. 

 

     The Pennsylvania Utility Commission offers 

several programs that assist with utility bills such 

as electric, natural gas or other heating sources.  

They also offer weatherization programs to make 

sure your home is energy efficient (it’s available 

whether your rent or own).  For more information, 

see the Consumer Information on Assistance Pro-

grams tab on the website: http://

www.puc.state.pa.us/. 

 

     The Dollar Energy Fund helps with utility bills 

that may seem impossible to pay so nobody is 

without utilities during winter months.  https://

www.dollarenergy.org/.  

     Residents of households receiving any of the 

following may be eligible for this service: 

Unemployment compensation; food stamps; 

 cash assistance; medical assistance; household 

income is at or below 150% of the U.S. poverty 

level; those experiencing a crisis situation, such as 

fire are also eligible. 

     Every Friday, the local food pantry is open 

from  to 10 a.m. at the Zion Lutheran Church (go 

to the door in the alley, the pantry is in the base-

ment of the church).  The Somerset County Local 

Food Bank delivers supplies to the Meyersdale 

Community Center from 1:45 to 2:30 p.m. on 

January 23, February 20, March 20 and April 24, 

2018.    

     For more information on these resources, as 

well as others that may be available, please con-

tact the school social worker, Bree Yoder, at 814-

243-4868 or yoderb@masd.net. 

 

Meyersdale Area School District disability services are diverse and unique in attempting to provide  

students with the level of supports, services and accommodations they need to acquire learning, de-

velop independence, and become successful adults.  

 All special education programs must be in compliance with guidelines from the Pennsylvania Depart-

ment of Education and the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act '04. Please browse the 

links included on the district web page under the “Services” tab for additional information regarding 

special education programs and services and disability awareness.  If you have questions or need addi-

tional information, contact Mr. Tim Kretchman, Coordinator of Special Education at                        

(814) 634-8311 x312 or tkretchman@masd.net.  

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/heatingassistanceliheap/
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/heatingassistanceliheap/
http://www.puc.state.pa.us/
http://www.puc.state.pa.us/
https://www.dollarenergy.org/
https://www.dollarenergy.org/
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Ron Donaldson 

President 

 

Brian Deist 

Vice President 
 

Rebecca Grube 

Secretary/Business Manager 

 

Tammy Witherite 

Treasurer 
 

Jeff McKenzie 

Heather Reese 

Bryan Stanczyk 

Gidget Brooks 

Erik Schafer 

Bob Donaldson 

School Board Members 

The Meyersdale Area 

School Board meets 

the first Wednesday   

of each month at         

7 p.m., in the central 

office conference 

room, unless otherwise      

advertised. 

Attendance Policy 
The Superintendent or designee shall annually notify 

students, parents/guarduians, staff, local Children and 

Youth Agency and the local Magisterial District Judges 

about the District’s attendance policy by publishing 

such policy in student handbooks, newsletters, on the 

district website and other efficient communication 

methods. 

Karlie and Sanner selected 

for Region III Band event 

Emily Karlie and Brody Sanner have been chosen 
to perform in the Region III Band festival to be 
held at Bellefonte Area High School on February 
22 through 24. Emily plays the clarinet and Brody 
plays the bassoon.   

Hutzell and Sanner chosen    

to attend Region Chorus  

Elise Hutzell and Brody Sanner have been se-
lected to perform in the upcoming Region Chorus 
festival to be held at Penn Cambria High School 
on February 28 and March 1 and 2. Brody is a 
Tenor 2 and Elise is a Soprano 2.  



The Meyersdale Area 

School District boasts two 

student newspapers.  

The Raider Review is under 

the direction of Mr. Steve 

Smerbeck and Mrs. Rebecca 

Hetz leads the staff of the 

Middle School Messenger . 

Technology is reaching out to the students 

     Meyersdale Area High School had 

the honor of hosting this year’s Somer-

set County Band festival. On Novem-

ber 29 and 30, band students from 

schools all over the county convened 
at Meyersdale for this event. 

     Students from Windber, Cone-

maugh Township, North Star, Shanks-

ville, Stonycreek, Berlin, Somerset, 

Rockwood, Meyersdale, and Salisbury 
participated in County Band. 

     Prior to the event, students were 

given their music and expected to learn 

their part so they are prepared to play 

and put it together with an entire band. 
Senior high was conducted by Dr. 

Brad Townsend, from the University 

of Pittsburgh. Dr. Keith Hanlon, a pro-

fessional flute performer, conducted 

the junior high band. 
     This year, senior high performed 

Amportia Roca, Shenandoah, Irish 

Rhapsody, and Chimes for the Penin-

sulam Amoenam. Junior high played 
themes from How to Train Your Dragon, 

Brave, The Rescue, and The Washington 

Post March. 

     MAHS band director Katie Strong 

conducted the junior high’s performance 
of The Star Spangled Banner. The con-

cert was held the evening of Thursday, 

November 30th. 
      

advertise PLT’s that students may like and 

also continue to highlight student achieve-

ments and upcoming events.” 

     Eighth grader  Faith Decker explained, 

“ I like that wherever I go I can get infor-

mation about activities.”    

     Seventh-grader, Hannah Swank, takes 

a lighter approach. “I’d like to see Net-

flix!” 

     “It would be nice to see the scores of 

games or the upcoming athletic schedule,” 

added student-athlete, Amelia Kretchman. 

     With a wide variety in students’ in-

volvements and interests, the televisions 

could serve a wide purpose.  

     If you would like to see anything on 

the tv’s or would like to be a team that 

organizes slides on the TV’s please con-

tact Dr. Karlie.    

     Upon return from Christmas break, stu-

dents may have assumed that Santa had 

made a stop at Meyersdale Middle 

School. Returning students discovered 

two new tv’s installed in the middle 

school and high school. While not from 

Santa, these televisions are an effort by 

school administration to communicate im-

portant information to students.   

     Dr. Karlie, district superintendent, ex-

plained, “We got the new tv’s hoping that 

the high school students would pass the 

tvs  more than once a day and the middle 

school would too.” 

     The televisions will offer various types 

of information regarding opportunities for 

Meyersdale students.  

     Dr. Karlie explained “We are hoping to 

Playing for the County———  
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M E Y E R S D A L E  A R E A  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

Emily Rosenberger 

Raider Review 

Karaha Snyder 

Middle School  
Messenger 



On September 3, 2008, the MASD Board of Directors adopted    Policy 

103 - Nondiscrimination in school and classroom  practices. 

 

This policy declares that the district provide an equal  opportunity for all 

students to achieve their maximum potential through the programs of-

fered in the schools regardless of race, color, age, creed, religion, gender, 

sexual orientation, ancestry, national origin,   marital status, pregnancy 

or handicap/disability. 

 

To view this policy in its entirety, go to www.masd.net and click on Mey-

ersdale Area Policy Manual.  

Early Dismissals 

On regularly scheduled 

early dismissals, students 

will be dismissed 2 hours 

early at: 
 
 
 

12:50 p.m. 
 
 

Buses will depart at       

approximately 12:58 p.m. 
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Deakins named Educator of the Year 
     Mrs. Jessica Deakins, Eng-

lish teacher at Meyersdale 

Area High School, was recog-

nized as an Educator of the 

Year by the Penn State Inter-

scholastic Athletic Associa-

tion. 

     Deakins was among just 

ten educators throughout the 

state awarded this honor. She 

and her fellow recipients were 

recognized November 18 dur-

ing the Penn State football 

game, designated as Education 

Appreciation Day. 

     The award states Deakins was recog-

nized for “outstanding leadership and 

contribution to their schools, organiza-

tions and community.” 

     “When I received a phone call from a 

Penn State representative, who shared 

the good news, I was literally speech-

less.  Despite torrential downpours that 

Saturday, the day was thrilling and 

fun.  For the Nebraska game, which was 

also senior day, award recipients were 

granted field passes, joined PSU's 

ROTC to hold the flag during the 

National Anthem, and were rec-

ognized individually at half time 

in front of over 106,000 fans.” 

     Deakins was nominated for 

this recognition by a former stu-

dent, Jessica Coughenour Buter-

baugh. Buterbaugh works in the 

College of Education’s Commu-

nication, where she learned of the 

recognition program and the 

process to nominate a recipient.   

     “I immediately thought of Mrs. 

Deakins and Mr. Swank because 

they are the two teachers whom I feel had the 

greatest impact on me and I have a lot of re-

spect and admiration for both of them. How-

ever, I was only able to submit one nomination 

and, as everybody at MASD knows, Mrs. De-

akins is a die-hard Penn State fan.” 

      The impact on her students, the Meyers-

dale Area School District and the community 

is undeniable. Deakins is a dedicated educator, 

community activist and most importantly, 

champion of her students, working tirelessly to 

introduce them to new experiences and prepare 

them for a successful future.   
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School Board welcomes new members 

     The Meyersdale Area School District is for-

tunate to have a dedicated board of educated 

and informed school board members. In Janu-

ary, the board elected a new President, Ron 

Donaldson. Ron Donaldson has served on the 

school board for three years. The board has 

also welcomed new members: Heather Reese, 

Bryan Stanczyk, Jeff McKenzie and Bob 

Donaldson. This is a first term for all four new 

members. 

     Ron Donaldson is in his third year as a 

board member and was recently selected to 

serve as President. 

     “It’s an honor and a pleasure to serve as this 

board’s president, every board member devotes 

a great amount of time and effort in their ser-

vice to the school district. I have always been 

interested in serving and it was the right time 

in my life to do it, also I was always inspired 

by past board member, Dr. Grant (Doc) Atwell 

and his good work and commitment the district 

and the students,” he explained. “I’m very ex-

cited to work with the new board membership 

they have a very diverse make-up of skill sets 

and a strong committment to team work.” 

     Serving on the school board seemed a natu-

ral choice for Heather Reese, a resident of 

Kennells Mills. A 1996 graduate of Meyers-

dale Area High School and a mother of two 

youngsters in the elementary school, running 

for this seat provided her with an opportunity 

to get more involved. 

     “I believe in our school. My husband and I 

are both Meyersdale alumni and have a great 

love for it,” she explained.  “I would love to 

see some added facilities for our girls teams 

and some updates to some other athletic build-

ings and space. I also enjoy being involved in  

The Meyersdale Area School District has four new school board members:  
Jeff McKenzie, Bryan Stanczyk, Heather Reese and Bob Donaldson.  

(continued on next page) 



(continued from Page 14) 
the educational programs that are available at 

MASD and want to help see those programs 

grow.  I feel I am a ‘young’ member to the 

board and my perspective on some topics may 

be refreshing,” she explained. “We have such a 

strong administrative staff and I am amazed at 

the level of achievement accomplished here. 

The more I Iearn of the programs we are in-

volved in and the level of forward thinking that 

has progressed us to where we are today the 

more excited I get! I am blown away by the 

PLT (personal learning time) classes that are 

available at MASD. The possibilities here are 

boundless.” 

     Jeff Mckenzie is also a Meyersdale graduate 

and resides in Summit Township. He is the 

Meyersdale Municipal Authority superinten-

dent. McKenzie also serves as a  volunteer 

wrestling coach. Through his work as a coach 

in the district and the municipal authority, he 

has a unique view and some insight on the op-

eration of the District. He is honored to be able 

to apply that experience as a school board 

member. He said his goal is to build on the 

friendly atmosphere of the school district. 

     McKenzie said one of the biggest challenges 

facing the district is funding, a challenge 

shared by most small districts. However, Jeff 

said he believes the District’s greatest strength 

is the ability to make the most of the funding 

they receive.  

     “We are able to make the most of what we 

have and that shows,” he added. 

     Bob Donaldson said serving on the school 

board is a task he has considered for many 

years but was unable to pursue due to his 

schedule. But, he is now able to serve and is 

proud to help make a difference in the District 

and in the lives of the students. 

     “I am a Meyersdale alumni and this is a 

great school with a great academic program 

 

New school board members continued 
And strong sports programs. I am proud to 

serve,” Donaldson explained. “I now have the 

time to serve and I want to be able to help out 

our kids.” 

     According to Bryan Stanczyk, of Larimer 

Township, serving as a school board member 

is very personal. 

     “One of the main reasons I decided to serve 

on the school board is that I have two sons who 

are extremely successful and I believe that is 

because of the education they received here at 

Meyersdale,” he explained. “I want to be able 

to help other students achieve that same suc-

cess.” 

     Stanczyk said he takes great care to hear 

both sides in every situation before making a 

decision. He plans to use that same sensibility 

in his decisions as a MASD board member. 

     President Donaldson and the new members 

are in agreement that the greatest challenge 

facing the District is meeting financial obliga-

tion of the state and federal requirements. 

     However, all are in agreement that the great-

est asset in the Meyersdale Area School Dis-

trict is the men and women that work at the 

school. 

     “From the leadership of administration to 

the exceptional educators on faculty and the 

support staff that keep the school running. We 

entrust these people with our greatest asset our 

children, preparing them to be good citizens of 

the community. I’m very confident, this board, 

along with the MASD administration, faculty 

and staff, that together we can provide the best 

educational opportunities possible for our stu-

dents,” President Donaldson concluded. “I 

have been told that serving on the school board 

is a thankless job, however I think I can speak 

for the entire board when I say that our thanks 

comes when we see our students showcase 

their many talents both academically and ath-

letically.” 
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The Meyersdale Red Raider Rifle Team has boasted an impressive season setting a new school record. 
Seniors Kayla Stiffey amd Chloe Rough (front row, from left) have shot career bests, at 255 and 274 
respectively. In addition to these seniors, the team includes the following students: (second row) Daniel 
Long, Nathan Smith, Isaac Stevanus, Tristan Donica Kaleb Stevanus, Kyley Murray and Erik Baker; and 
(back row) Coach Larry Smith, Kaylee Karlie, Paige Gnagey, Sammi Schrock, Lindsey Robertson, 
Grace Oakes, Abby Shuck, Maddie Faner, Coaches Brandon McIver and Brian Witherite.  

Red Raider Rifle team is blasting through the season 

Middle and High School Schedule 

Students Enter School  - 7:40 a.m.   

Students Due in Homeroom - 7:50 a.m.    

Personalized Learning Time - 7:54 to 8:34 a.m. 

Instructional Time -  8:36 am. To 2:50 p.m.    

Student Dismissal - 2:50 p.m.     

Bus Departure - 2:58 p.m.      
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Elementary students take their bows 

at “A Kaleidoscope of Talent” 
More than 30 

MAES students 

showed off their 

talents, skills and 

courage for the   

annual elementary 

talent show,         

“A Kaleidoscope   

of Talent.”  

This special event 

was held          

January 26.  

Each of these     

special students  

deserve a standing 

ovation for their 

performances! 

Important Bus 

Information 
Bus assignments have 

been established to  

provide the most      

cost-effective          

transportation possible 

for our families and   

tax-payers. Most buses 

are filled to capacity. 

For that reason, there is 

very limited flexibility 

to accommodate special 

requests for occasional 

changes. Any special 

requests MUST BE 

PREAPPROVED to 

assure the requested 

change will not exceed 

bus capacity. 

February 19  - Snow Make-up Day 

 

March 21 -  End of Third Nine Weeks 

 

March 27 - Early Dismissal for Easter Break  

 

March 28 through April 4 - Easter Break 

 

April 9 through 27- PSSA Testing 

 

May 14 through 25 - Preliminary Keystone Exams 

 

May 28 - No School - Memorial Day 

 

May 31 - Last Student Day 

 

2018 Graduation – The date will be approved and  

scheduled at the April 2018 MASD Board meeting 

Dates to Remember 


